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of psychical life that finds Its substrate in particular material
processes. And thus we see that for such processes, which
we conceive under a twofold aspect, immediately as sensations
and mediately as material processes, we must have a twofold
causality. As representations, the sensational elements of
consciousness share in its psychological causality; as material
movements, they belong to the causality of external nature.
The two forms of causality bear the same relation to each
other as their corresponding substrates. Psychical causality
is the immediate form, given directly as that of motives and
purposes in thought; it involves no hypothesis beyond the
immediate fact as it exists in thought Mechanical causality
is the mediate form: while it originates through the content
of certain ideas immediately given, these are merely the
occasions for the application of conceptual constructions
whose basis is wholly hypothetical, dependent on the postu-
late of a self-consistent unity among all ideas relating to
objects.

It is a self-evident consequence alike of the extraordinarily
contracted horizon of our experience and of the limited powers
of our intellect that we should be unable to get more than
a very narrow conception both of internal and of external
causality; whether our effort is to comprehend the former
immediately or to trace out the latter with the aid of
hypotheses bearing on the exact analysis of experience.
Nevertheless, the logical character of the concept of cause
requires us to postulate both the complete causal determina-
tion of all psychical acts, and the impenetrable coherence
of all natural processes under the rule of mechanical causality.
These postulates are regulative ideas; they warn us to trace
back every event as far as possible within its own peculiar
form of causality, and never to admit the hypothesis of
an uncaused event But since both causal series extend
to infinity, the ideas in question do not suggest the slightest